Community Development Advisory Committee – May 2, 2019
Committee Approved Projects for Board of Directors Review & Approval
A. 2019 Microenterprise Round/Counties of Grafton and Cheshire – $844,865
The New Hampshire State rules for microenterprise funding allow one municipality to apply
for up to $500,000 in funding for sub recipients who provide training and technical
assistance to microenterprises. The 2019 allocation of Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) funds for support of microenterprise programs is $850,000; therefore, two
municipalities needed to apply for the funds on behalf of the subrecipients.
The County of Cheshire has submitted an application on behalf of three organizations to provide
a full range of entrepreneurial training and technical assistance services to low- to moderateincome (LMI) micro-business owners and others who are planning to start microenterprises
across New Hampshire.
The County of Grafton has also submitted an application on behalf of three organizations to
provide a full range of entrepreneurial training and technical assistance services to low- to
moderate-income (LMI) micro-business owners and others who are planning to start
microenterprises across New Hampshire.
Microenterprise Development Assistance has been a funding category in the New
Hampshire State CDBG program since 1998 as a sub-category of Economic Development.
By HUD definition, the term “microenterprise” means a commercial enterprise that has five
or fewer employees, one or more of whom owns the enterprise. Microenterprise funding has
enabled many New Hampshire small businesses to receive much needed technical
assistance for business planning, marketing, financial management and business structuring
in order to develop and expand their businesses.
REDC
BEDC
NCIC
Hannah Grimes
WREN
UNH/SBDC/Pathways to Work
Total -

$147,455
$200,000
$71,000
$162,455
$134,000
$129,955
$844,865

Funding is contingent upon the following staff recommended conditions:
1. Sufficient funds are available and allocated to the Sate by the Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD);
2. All other usual and customary CDBG contracting terms; and
3. The use of funds conforms with HUD and State regulations.
B. 2019 Business Technical Assistance Program/Grafton County/BEDC – $265,000
Grafton County, on behalf of New Hampshire’s 10 established Regional Development
Corporations (RDCs), is seeking $300,000 to provide technical assistance to New Hampshire
businesses. CDFA recommends funding the application with an award of $265,000. Specifically,
technical assistance to a business will be for one of the following eligible activities:

•
•
•
•
•

Establishing and managing a budget for the business;
Helping the business to prepare a loan request;
Marketing or development of a marketing plan;
Developing signage, marketing materials or a logo; and/or
Creating a plan to provide, or partner to provide, workforce training and development.

Along with the administrative cost of $15,000, the project would divide $190,000 equally among
the 10 RDCs ($19,000 per RDC) and make available an additional $60,000 on a competitive
basis to be used for outside consultant support to businesses – services that are beyond the
scope or expertise of RDC staff.
New Hampshire’s 10 Regional Development Corporations (RDCs) are focused on providing
financial and other support to businesses and communities through various loan programs,
technical assistance and initiatives that promote economic development, foster the creation of
quality jobs, and enhance the economic well-being of New Hampshire’s local communities.
RDCs are an important component of the economic-development delivery system for CDBG
funds in New Hampshire.
RDC Summary and Summary of CDFA Capacity Funding
Jobs: This Business Technical Assistance Grant requires each RDC to meet the CDBG national
objective and public-benefit standard by creating at least one job for a person from a low- and
moderate-come household.
Beyond job creation: In addition to the job creation requirements tied to this funding, RDCs
perform other functions and participate collaboratively with other economic development entities
and external partners in their regions. They strive to be the “go-to” source for gap financing and
links to various business resources around the State.
In accordance with CDFA 307.02, the authority collects the following documentation from each
RDC as part of the overall application:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Statement of assets and most audited financial statement;
Profit and loss statement;
A statement on the progress made with respect to job creation;
An annual work plan to be approved; and
A report on the outcomes of the previous year’s work plan.

